Exit Slip Day 1:Answer Key
1. Why did Britain abolish the slave trade when it remained profitable to them?

The British Abolition of the slave trade was largely done for moral reasons. Abolitionists led by
William Wilberforce (an evangelical) in the Parliament pushed for the successful end of the slave
trade.

2. Why did the Chesapeake planters want to abolish the slave trade?

While their rhetoric pointed towards patriotic and moral reasons, the Chesapeake planters were
primarily motivated by the potential for profit. They had a surplus of slaves and they realized that
the cutting of the foreign supply would raise the demand (and the prices of slaves) domestically.

3. Why did Southern planters want to continue the slave trade?
They still had a great need for slaves because of the invention of the cotton gin which pushed cotton

gin south and westward.



